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Field Biology 

 

Course Syllabus 

 

INSTRUCTORS: Sara Ruane EMAIL: 

sara.ruane@rutgers.edu 

All emails about the course 

need to have HONORS FIELD in 

the subject please! 

OFFICE/OFFICE 

HOURS: 
BY APPOINTMENT (SEE DETAILS BELOW) 

COURSE 

WEBSITE:  
Canvas 

COURSE LOCATION(S): ONLINE Spring 2021 MEETING TIME(S): TBA 

 

LIVE CLASS SESSIONS OCCUR IN WEBEX 

ROOM https://rutgers.webex.com/meet/sr1227 
 

Class sessions on Tuesdays are “live” in the webex room from 10-11.20, Thursday classes are 

devoted to students doing field observations and writing in their field notebooks (this is subject 

to change) 

Google doc where Dr. Ruane will update info/the class schedule as needed (check this 

weekly as it is frequently updated!): 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hyjsJmkyXjfcaHa1HG5qBTJp48Kz09gKWwX08C_

7ShA/edit?usp=sharing 
 

Due to covid, this class may run differently than explained as we need to be flexible as situations 

develop, but students will be able to perform all activities in their own local 

parks/backyards/neighborhoods. If possible an in-person outdoor meeting/class time will take 

place later in the semester. 

Emphasis will be on principles of ecology, evolution and organismal diversity and how scientists 

make observations in the field and how those observations lead to hypothesis testing and 

research. 

There is no required text (all readings and materials will be provided), but a field notebook (a 

marble composition book) is needed. This notebook cannot be used for anything other than this 

class! 

 

mailto:sara.ruane@rutgers.edu


 

Assessments of learning goals will include (BUT MAY NOT BE LIMITED TO): 

 A field work safety quiz and possibly other quizzes and general “in class” participation of 

activities and discussion (including attendance of live sessions, being prepared when asked 

questions, etc., 25%). 

 A review of the each student’s field notebook (75% of the class grade); a basic $1 marble 

composition book is ideal; notebooks will be returned to students after grading if they wish; 

students are expected to write a minimum of weekly in the field notebooks and a class 

session every week will be set aside for this specifically---as allowed, the notebook will be 

turned in at the end of the semester, but as there is a possibility we won’t have any contact, 

Dr. Ruane requires taking a photo of each week’s entry and will set up a space where 

students can upload/keep their entries (via the course canvas site) 

Outdoor activity is required. Weekly assignments/activities will vary, but will include lectures on 

keeping field notebooks, how to key out animals, how to photograph animals, how to identify 

animals in the field, and how to make good observations. 

Expect that each week will have an “in class” portion one of the scheduled days (that may or 

may not require presence in real time, this will vary based on the activity---e.g., a live or pre-

recorded lecture, a reading, a discussion, a movie) and a “field day” portion on the other 

scheduled day, where the students are expected to, on their own time, spend a minimum amount 

of time making observations and taking field notes. Everything will be made clear in advance to 

that week, so no surprises there, but again we have to expect some fluidity due to covid and 

restrictions. 

About the instructor: This course will be led by Dr. Sara Ruane. Dr. Ruane is a herpetologist 

who specializes in snake evolution, One of the important things the students will learn in 

studying these and other organisms is the important role they play in the environment and local 

ecology and inherent value for biodiversity, but also about some of their direct benefits to 

humans. For example, the venoms from snakes have been used to make drugs that help control 

blood pressures, diabetes, and pain in humans. In addition, the role these predators play in the 

environment can directly impact humans. For example, snakes often are important predators of 

rodents, and rodents transmit a plethora to diseases to humans (plague, lyme disease, Haunta 

virus). As such conserving these often disliked animals and their habitats is important, as it they 

are one of the ways such diseases are kept from getting out of control or increasing in number. 

Make up exams and late assignments. Make up exams will be possible only with prior 

approval (although this course doesn’t have any exams, per se but there is at least a few quizzes). 

If you have a serious reason (with documentation) for missing an exam/quiz, you must contact 

me BEFORE the scheduled exam period to notify me that you cannot take the exam. You are 

then responsible for arranging with me to make up the test within two days. Late assignments 

will not be accepted unless prior arrangements have been made. 

Academic Dishonesty:  The course has a zero tolerance policy for academic dishonesty, 

including plagiarism and cheating.  Instances of dishonesty will be punished by a zero on the 



assignment and consultation with the Academic Integrity Officers to determine if further action 

is required.  If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please ask 

your instructors or refer to the academic integrity websites for Rutgers and NJIT: 

 http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-at-rutgers (Links to an external site.) 

 http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/ (Links to an external site.) 

 http://www.njit.edu/academics/integrity.php 
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